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Conference

The Role of Muslim Scholars and Intellectuals in Europe
3-4 October 2025, Faculty of Islamic Studies, Prishtina

Program

Thursday, 2 October 2025
All day		  Arrivals, Hotel Parlament (address: Nr. 1 Zenel Salihu, Prishtina 10000, 		
		  link to map here - https://hotelparlament.com/)
19:00-22:00		  Dinner (Hotel Parlament)
Friday, 3 October 2025
09:00-09:30		  Registration

9:30-10:00		  Introduction and Welcoming Remarks, Moderator: Besa Ismaili
09:30-10:00		  Welcoming remarks (30 min.)
		  Recitation of the Qur’an
		  HE Mufti Naim Ternava, President of Islamic Community of Kosova
		  Mr. Naim Gashi, Director of Kosovo Accreditation Agency 
		  Islam Hasani, Dean, Faculty of Islamic studies, Prishtina
	 	 Ahmet Alibašić, Director, Center for Advanced Studies, Sarajevo
10:00-10:15		  Coffee break

10:15-11:30		  Session I: Presentations (15 min. each), Moderator: Islam Hasani 
Ardian Muhaj		 From presence to absence and back to reappearance: a trajectory of the 		
		  role of the Muslim intellectual in Albania from the 1920s to the 2020s
Riina Sinisalo 		 “A Muslim Name is Not Enough”: Studying Urban Muslim Lives
Mohammed Hashas	 Re-Writing the History of Islam and Europe: Four Narratives for an 		
		  Overlapping Civilization?
Amjad Mohamed Saleem	 Rebuilding the Shattered Mirror of Trust: European Muslim Leadership 		
		  and the Ethics of Belonging
11:30-11:45		  Coffee break

11:45-12.45		  Session II: Presentations, Moderator: Syamsuddin Arif
Muzaqete Kosumi	 Reforming Islamic religious education and leadership training in Kosovo: 		
		  curricular shifts and institutional transformations
Behar Sadriu		  Occupying the Master’s House: New Epistemologies for Rethinking the 			
		  Omission of Islam in Contemporary Postcolonial Readings of Europe
Besnik Sinani	 	 Sīrah, post-coloniality, and the Muslim Self: Rethinking the prophetic narrative 	
		  in a post-Christian Europe
13:00-14:30		  Jumu’ah Prayer & Lunch break (Lunch venue: HQ of the Islamic 			 
		  Community of Kosovo)

https://www.google.com/maps/place/Hotel+Parlament+Prishtine/@42.6654691,21.1641946,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m9!3m8!1s0x13549f20137f3d6d:0xf3308d2620a666de!5m2!4m1!1i2!8m2!3d42.6654652!4d21.1667695!16s%2Fg%2F11c2k986kc?entry=tts&g_ep=EgoyMDI1MDkxMC4wIPu8ASoASAFQAw%3D%3D&skid=b26ee4f9-c19e-44dc-95dc-d5a4181999fc


3
Organisers In cooperation with

3-4  October 2025 
Faculty of Islamic Studies, Prishtina

14:30-15:45		  Session III-a (Room 1): Presentations, Moderator: Zija Abdullahu

14:30-15:45		  Session III-b (Room 2): Presentations, Moderator: Behar Sadriu
Besnik Jaha		  The Role of Muslim Writers in European culture
Besa Ismaili 		  Original Europeans, Original Citizens: Islam and Democratic Governance		
		  in the Balkans
Rexhep Suma	 ن الأديان والثقافات: مقاربة منهجية تكاملية ي الحوار ب�ي

ن �ف ن كوسطاء إبستمولوجي�ي دور العلماء المسلم�ي

15:45-16:15		  Coffee break

16:15-17:30		  Session IV: Presentations, Moderator: Marco Nilsson
Alyaa Ebbiary		 “You can teach the sisters”: Muslim Women, Education and Religious 		
		  Authority in Britain
Emine Aykon		  Muslim Women’s Visibility and Agency in Contemporary Europe
Sumeera Hassan	 Between Belonging and Marginalization: Finnish Muslim Women 			 
		  Navigating Identity in Academia
Tijani Boulaouali	 The Role of Islamic Institutions and Scholars in Supporting Family 			 
		  Education: The Belgian Context as a Case
19:15		  Dinner (Restaurant Te Pishat: link to map here)
Saturday, 4 October 2025

09:30-11:00 		 Session V: Presentations, Moderator: Besa Ismaili
Mehdi Berriah 	 The Manichaean Gaze in Western Islamic Studies: Epistemic Filters, 		
		  Selective Reception, and the Framing of Classical Muslim Scholars
Zeynep İ�rem Çeven	 Challenging secular norms: Islamic psychology movement in Europe
Marco Nilsson	 Swedish Muslim Organizations and Islamism – Framing Contacts with 		
		  Society and Authorities
Mentor Beqa		  Between Rights and Recognition: Muslim Intellectuals and the Question of 		
		  Belonging in Contemporary Europe
Omar Abdel Fattah	 Muslim scholars and preservation of religious identity
11:00-11:30		  Coffee break

Driton Arifi
Lulzim Esati
Bahri Hoxha
Vedat Shabani

Vaxhide Spahiu	
Vjollca Hasani		
Ermira Mehani

ي عالم متغ�ي
الخطاب الإسلاميي والتحديات الأخلاقية والاجتماعية �ف

ي النهضة الأوروبية
ن �ف مساهمة علماء المسلم�ي

ي المسائل الدينية عند علماء الاسلام ومفكري الغرب
الاستدلال العقليي �ف

ي ي الأورو�ب
ي القانون المد�ن

يــــع الإسلاميي �ف أثر الت�ش

The impact of AI and digital platforms on Islamic scholarship in Western 
societies								      
	

https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-d&sca_esv=70a532a702b7bdb6&sxsrf=AE3TifOTqTSxJzYw0eX8uPMJxgjWP7mCFQ:1758882762704&kgmid=/g/1tf8hzsw&q=Pishat&shndl=30&shem=lcuae,uaasie,shrtsdl&source=sh/x/loc/uni/m1/1&kgs=d8886b36cfd7aae7&utm_source=lcuae,uaasie,shrtsdl,sh/x/loc/uni/m1/1
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11:30-13:00		  Session VI: Presentations, Moderator: Besnik Sinani 
Arif Abdullah		  The Intellectual-Spiritual Foundations of Pluralism in Ismail Bursevi’s 		
		  Tafsir Ruh al-Bayan
Syamsuddin Arif	 Interfaith dialogue in medieval times: Fakhr al-Dīn al-Rāzī’s debate with a 		
		  Christian
Fahid Qurashi		 The Role of Muslim Scholars and Intellectuals in Europe
Sadek Hamid		  How Digital Technologies Impact Islamic Thought Leaders: A British Case 		
		  Study
Renat Bekkin		  Jihad against “Gayrope”: the War in Ukraine and Islamic Theological 		
		  Thought in Modern Russia
13:00-14:30		  Lunch break (HQ Islamic community of Kosovo)

14:30-16:00		  Session VII: Presentations, Moderator: Mentor Beqa
Muhammed Reza Tajri	 Anchored in Europe: Local Shīʿ a Scholarship and the Mediation of 	 	 	
		  Transnational Religious Authority
Sarah Aï�ter	 	 Critical Post-Salafism and the Recomposition of Islamic Orthodoxy from the 	
		  Margins in Contemporary France
Shifana Niyas	 	 The Interfaith Dialogue and the Illusion of Tolerance
Rafeek Mousoon	 The UK Summer Riots of 2024: An Evaluation of the Muslim Community’s 		
		  Response from a Minority Fiqh Perspective with Special Reference 			 
		  to the Role of Muslim Jurists 
Jeton Mehmeti 	 The Mediatization of Religion in Kosovo
16:00-16:05		  Coffee break

16:05-16:30		  Session VIII: Open Discussion & Concluding Remarks, 		 		
		  Moderators: I. Hasani & A. Alibašić
19:15	  	 Farewell dinner & Departures 

Contacts

Muzaqete Kosumi +383 44 209 716, qetja_2003@hotmail.com 
Asmir Aljić +387 61 489 622, cns.sarajevo@gmail.com


