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The subject of jihad figures prominently in current 

debates on Islam. In the academic field, it has been 

ceaselessly generating a great number of publications ever 

since the attacks of2001. The majority of this production 

are works by political scientists and, to a lesser extent, by 

sociologists who are primarily interested in the variants 

and effects of jihad ideology in contemporary societies. In 

order to interpret these political and societal variants and 

effects, the phenomenon of jihad has to be approached in 

the long-term and in all its complexity. Intellectuals, as 

well as the different groups and individuals who align 

themselves with jihad and/ or propose definitions of it, 

refer to thinkers and texts written in the Middle Ages, 

hence the importance of studying medieval jihad. 

However, medieval jihad is unequally documented by 

occidental scholarship, which quasi-systematically 

neglects the approach of Arab intellectuals to the subject. 

The global approach sought by certain researchers like 

Michael Bonner, which does not limit itself to the crusade 

as a sole prism, hardly bore any results: this prism 

continues to largely haunt them. Furthermore, it is often 

considered as a monolithic ideology establishing a law of 

war that imposes standards of behavior on all social actors. 
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the research programme based at IF AO "W ar in the 

Medieval Orient: Transmission of knowledge, social 

practices and sensible approach" direction: M. E ychenne, 

A. El-Shoky, A. Zouache, UMR 8167 Orient and 

Mediterranean, V rije U niversiteit Amsterdam and the 

Centre for Islamic Theology (VU Amsterdam).

It will take place in the French Institute for Oriental 

Archaeology (IF AO) in Cairo, on Monday 11 th October 

2021 and will result in the publication of a collective 

volume. English and Arabie will the languages of 

communication, and the duration of each paper 

submission will be 20 minutes. There will also be a part 

dedicated for Q&A' s at the end of each session. 

The cost of transport and accommodation (three nights 

maximum) of participants could be covered. 

In case the health situation does not permit the workshop 

taking place in-person, it will be in the form of an online 

webinar on Zoom. 

Contact : m.berriah@vu.nl 
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